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with the Church and Revelation. Now so long as
this harmony continues, the Church has neither
call nor right to interfere with politics, for earthly
politics do not fall within her jurisdiction. The
moment, however, the State becomes unfaithful to
its principles, and contravenes the divine and
positive law, that moment it is the Church's right
and duty, as the guardian of revealed truth, to
interfere, and to proclaim to the State the truths
which it has ignored, and to condemn the erro-
neous maxims which it has adopted.' So that, in
the last analysis, the Ultramontanism of which
Capel was representative is only willing to allow
the State its freedom so long as its actions meet
with the approval of the Church. It goes back
to medieval ideas, and reduces polities to a branch
of theological study of the truth of which it is
necessarily and obviously the sole arbiter.280 So
that we ultimately have a State that finds the
expression of its freedom in compliance with the
wishes of the Church; and the Church, we are
told, has judged of the conduct of States as a
consequence of the universal desire of nations.281
It is perfectly clear, therefore, that Monsignor
CapeFs theories of the Church make it logically
impossible to hold the idea of separate supremacies
which he had previously put forward; for a
supremacy that is not supreme seems rather to
280 Of. the very valuable remarks of Dr. Piggis on this nation in the
introductory lecture to Ms G&rson to Grotius.
Eeply to Mr. Gladstone's Political Expostulation, p. 61,